
 
 

PYO of the Year guidance notes 
 

About this award  

 

Pick Your Own farms are a wonderful cornerstone to British farming, giving the 

public a chance to select the fruit, vegetable and flowers straight from the field. This 

award recognises excellence in PYO and the judges will be looking for an 

economical and environmental balance of great service, excellence in crop 

management, and innovation.  

 

Understanding and meeting the needs of your customers is the blue-print for great 

retailing, delivering this in a ‘fresh from the farm’ environment is challenging. We are 

looking for the business with a clear and successful PYO model who are planning for 

the future and leading the way in this diverse sector.  

 

We’re not looking for the biggest, or the PYO with the longest season. We’re looking 

for the PYO that truly connects their fresh produce with their customer.  

 

The winner will be announced at the Farm Retail Awards as part of the annual 

Stronger Together event on Tuesday 2nd March 2021 in Edinburgh. 

 

The FRA Awards are only open to members.  

 

Judging  

 

Initial judging will be undertaken by a non-biased panel of PYO operators from 

across the UK. The Farm Retail awards are the only awards to be judged by fellow 

farm retailers. Finalists will be selected based on your award entry, supporting 

documentation and your online presence.  

 

Judging visits will then be made from mid-late July 2020, you will be notified of these 

taking place. The judges may make themselves known and seek access to areas of 

production or storage, in which case we would kindly ask that you allow them to 

make a full assessment.  

 

You will receive a copy of the judging visit report following the announcement of the 

winners.  



Timeline  

• Submission deadline: Friday 10th July 2020 

• Finalists announced: Friday 17th July 2020 

• Judging visits: Mid-late July 2020 

• Winner announced: At the Farm Retail Awards, Tuesday 2nd March 2021, 

Edinburgh 

 

How to enter  

 

Complete the word document entry form and return along with any supporting 

evidence to jenny@farmretailassociation.co.uk.  

 

Please ensure your email is no more than 10mb in total. Use a file transfer site if 

needed for large images etc. You will receive an e-mail to confirm we have received 

your entry.  

 

The deadline for entries is Friday 10th July 2020. 
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